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The CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme 
(formerly known as the Carbon Reduction 
Commitment) is a new mandatory carbon 
emissions reduction scheme. it has been 
designed to reduce emissions of carbon 
dioxide and improve energy efficiency 
in large public and private sector 
organisations. It is a key part of the 
Government strategy to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions by 80% by the year 2050.

CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme
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Whether you qualify to participate in the 
scheme is dependent on your organisation 
having electricity supplied through at 
least one half hourly meter (HHM) that is 
settled on the half hourly (HH) market,  
and the level of consumption through 
these meters during 2008. Take a look at  
the chart to see whether you qualify for 
the introductory phase.

CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme

If you qualify to participate in the 

CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme you 

will have to keep accurate records of 

all your energy use emissions. Using 

this information you will need to 

purchase allowances to match your 

CRC emissions for each compliance 

year. You will then be required to 

surrender these allowances and submit 

reports to the scheme adminstrators.

As this is a mandatory scheme, there 

are penalties for non-compliance.

The scheme started with an 

introductory phase from 1st April 

2010 to 31st March 2014. During this 

period, the cost of allowances will be 

fixed at £12/tCO2 and there will be 

no limit to the number of allowances 

available for purchase. There are at 

least another two six-year phases 

planned beyond this, in which the 

number of allowances available will 

be capped and reduced each year, 

and the price will become variable 

and dependent on demand.

YES
NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

Are you the parent company  
or subsidiary?

Did any part of your  
organisation have a HHM settled  

on the half hourly market in 2008?

Do you consume at least  
6000MWh through all HHM in 2008?

You qualify for CRC and  
must register as a participant

You do not qualify as a CRC participant
but will need to provide your highest

parent organisation or primary member
with details of your half hourly metered

electricity consumption

You do not qualify for the CRC

You are required to make an 
Information Disclosure
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The chart opposite shows when each stage 
of the introductory phase of the CRC 
Energy Efficiency Scheme takes place.

The CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme 

commenced on 1st April 2010 and 

you were required to complete your 

registration by 30th September  

2010. This can be done online via  

the Environment Agency, who are  

the administrator of the scheme,  

and costs £950. Your organisation  

will also be subject to a £1,290  

annual subsistence fee.

If your organisation did not exceed 

the 6,000 MWh threshold through  

all HHM in 2008, you will still need  

to go to the online registry and make 

an information disclosure. You will 

not, however, be subject to any 

registration fees.

The first year of the CRC Energy 

Scheme is a reporting-only year, 

therefore you will not need to make 

any allowance purchases until April 

2012. However, you will need to start 

collating your energy use information 

in order that you can meet your CRC 

reporting requirements. Your first 

reports are due for submission in  

July 2011.

2008
January – December

Qualification Period

2011
April 

Start of 2nd compliance year  

July 

Footprint Report and 1st  
Annual Report due 

October 

1st League Table published

2009
October

Environment Agency sends out  
information on qualification to all  
half-hourly billing points

2012
April

Start of 3rd compliance year 
1st sale of allowances 

July 

2nd Annual Report due and 
allowances surrendered 

October 

2nd League Table published

2010
April 
Registration Period

CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme 
Begins Start of 1st compliance  
year Start of Footprint Year 

September 

End of Registration Period

2013
April

Start of 4th compliance year 
2nd sale of allowances

July 

3rd Annual Report due and 
allowances surrendered

October 

3rd League Table published

7

2014
April 

Start of Capped Phase
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The League Table

The administrators of the scheme 
will collate information about the 
performance of all CRC participants  
and publish a league table. This will  
be developed using three different 
metrics. These are:

Absolute Performance: This 

measures the percentage change in 

emissions by comparing the current 

annual emissions with the average 

emissions over the preceding five 

years. Where five years of data is not 

available, whatever amount of data  

is available is used for the average.

Early Action: This metric is the 

combination of two equally weighted 

factors. The first is the percentage 

of electricity and gas emissions 

(excluding those covered my 

mandatory HHM) that are covered  

by voluntarily installed automatic 

meter reading by March 2011. The 

second factor is the percentage  

of reported CRC emissions covered 

by the Carbon Trust Standard (or 

recognised equivalent). This metric 

is only applicable in the introductory 

phase of CRC.

Growth: This measures the 

percentage change in emissions 

per unit turnover (or revenue 

expenditure if public sector) by 

comparing current per unit level  

of emissions with average over  

the preceding five years.

The final score is calculated as  

a weighted average. The metrics  

are weighted as shown opposite.

Metric

Introductory Phase 
Year One 

(April 2010- 
March 2011)

Introductory Phase 
Year Two 

(April 2011- 
March 2012)

Introductory Phase 
Year Three 

(April 2012- 
March 2013)

Introductory Phase 
Year Four 

(April 2013- 
March 2014)

Absolute 0% 45% 60% 75%

Growth 0% 15% 20% 25%

Early Action 100% 40% 20% 0%

9
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How ScottishPower will support you

ScottishPower are committed to providing 
you with the consumption data you require 
for your CRC reporting. 

If you wish to receive a crc 

annual statement, please email 

crchelpdesk@scottishpower.com 

with a full list of scottishpower-

supplied sites (including electricity 

mpans and gas mprns) for which  

you require consumption data.  

You must request this from us by  

the 31st march 2011. If you have  

any further questions about the  

CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme, how 

it affects your business and how we 

can assist you, please email our CRC 

advice helpdesk at CRCHelpdesk@

ScottishPower.com 

Any updates to the CRC Energy 

Efficiency Scheme will be made 

available on the dedicated CRC  

page of our website at  

www.scottishpower.co.uk

ScottishPower also offers a number 

of Energy Management products and 

services that are designed to help 

you reduce your consumption. For 

further information, you can email 

our Energy Management team at 

EnergySolutions@ScottishPower.

com or call us on 0845 030 4053. 

Lines are open between 08:30 and 

16:00, Monday to Friday.

ScottishPower could help maximise 

your league table position. The 

early action metric applying to AMR 

equipment only applies for the first 

two years of the scheme so you 

should act now to benefit.

For details of AMR solutions call 

ScottishPower’s Metering Services 

Organisation on 0141 565 3161 

or email CommercialTeam@

dataserve-uk.com

The information contained in this leaflet is for information only and any user of it shall require to 
satisfy themself as to its accuracy. Such user accepts that ScottishPower shall not be responsible  
in any way in respect of that use.
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www.scottishpowerbrand.com

ScottishPower Energy Retail Ltd
Cathcart Business Park 
Spean Street 
Glasgow G44 4BE
www.scottishpower.co.uk

SCP2693


